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(Clockwise from the top):  International grad student canoe trip on the Sturgeon River; Twenty 405W solar 
panels installed at St. Al's; Lower Lot Game Night during O-Week; Fr. Tom taking a break on the canoe trip.
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Greetings from Houghton!  It has been a tremendous joy to meet 
our incoming freshmen this year (a very big class) and to welcome back our returning 
students. Despite ongoing pandemic concern, we have been able to engage students in a 
more normal way. 

A number of our student leaders are profiled inside along with recent graduates who are 
serving as FOCUS missionaries. It is amazing to see the Lord’s work in these young men’s 
and women’s lives. Every year, it is wonderful to see the Lord raise up new leaders to fill the 
shoes of those who have gone out into the world to continue their journey. I hope these 
stories inspire you as much as they inspire me.

We are especially excited to catch up with Rita Loughrin. Uniquely, Rita was active first at 
St. Al's as a student leader and then some years later as a member of the staff with Fr. Bill 
Callari. We actually heard many good things about Rita long before we had a chance to get 
to know her. 

This fall we are continuing to invest in our students, in our facility, and in our mission. 
Please keep us in your prayers.

P A S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

M A K I N G  A  D O N AT I O N  from your IRA’s Required Minimum 
Distribution can be a wise tax-saving gift that will help St. Al’s bring 
the Gospel to the students at Michigan Tech.

If you are age 70.5 or older you can transfer a gift directly from your 
IRA to St. Al’s without having to pay income taxes on the money. 
This type of gift can also count toward your IRA’s required minimum 
distribution.

If you are age 59.5 you can take a distribution and then make a gift 
from your IRA without penalty. If you itemize your deductions, you 
are allowed a charitable deduction for the gift. 

Your IRA company will have specific instructions for you to authorize 
a transfer to a qualified charitable organization. IRA assets can be 
transferred directly to the parish. Making a gift from your IRA is a 
tax-saving way to help the Church. Your 
tax accountant will be able to help you 
determine the tax consequences of each 
type of gift.

For more details about making a gift 
from your IRA visit mtucatholic.org/
ways-to-give or contact Rhen at   
rhen@mtucatholic.org or 906-482-5530.

Stewardship Update

The Great Lakes Invitational (GLI) will 
change location and format this year 
moving out of Detroit. 

Michigan Tech will play at the University of 
Michigan, Yost Arena, Ann Arbor, on Dec. 
29 and at Michigan State University, Munn 
Arena, East Lansing on Dec. 30.

Visit mtucatholic.org/gli to sign up 
to receive details about plans for St. Al’s 
gatherings before each game.

G R E AT  L A K E S 
I N V I TAT I O N A L :

N E W  LO C AT I O N !



On Wednesday nights, Rita Loughrin would run 
a batch of cards for her FORTRAN program, head 
up the hill to St. Al’s to attend Mass and Holy Hour, 
pray the program would work the first time, then 
head back to Fisher Hall to see if her prayers were 
answered. 

Rita laughs saying this is just one of many 
memories from her time at St. Al’s as a student. 

“My time at St. Al's opened my eyes to the idea that 
wherever I lived, whatever my career, God was present 
and my relationship with God was strengthened 
through parish life.”

Rita, who graduated in 1981 with a BS in Chemical 
Engineering, says her time at St. Al’s was made 
memorable by: “going to St. Cecilia’s Hall for the First 
Spiritual Renewal Retreat (SRR) with Don Giesen, 
Barb Van Ermen, Br. Ray Tetrault MM, Sr. Michael 
White CSJ, Fr. Jed Patrick, and Fr. Tom Wantland 
as team members; participating in Romans 8 with 
Sr. Michael White; “grouping” after the SRR in the 
choir loft each week; standing around the altar during 
Wednesday night Mass; making a visit in the chapel 
anytime; experiencing quiet time during the Holy 
Hour and  feeling loved by God and so many others.”

After graduating from Michigan Tech, Rita worked 
in industry and as a catechist at her parish. She then 
returned to St. Al’s as a Pastoral Associate from 1987-
1990, serving with Fr. Bill Callari, who was pastor at 
St. Al’s from 1984-1997.

“Fr. Bill taught me a lot about liturgy and the strong 
role lay people have in the Church. He made me laugh 
a lot and he had a great heart for the underdog. He 
took risks and was willing to reach out to help the 
marginalized. He served on MTU's AIDS taskforce 
when many people hesitated to help with the AIDS 
crisis. He opened St. Al's for 12-step group meetings 
like Alcoholics Anonymous. He was a very generous 
person.”

As Pastoral Associate, Rita enjoyed working with 
the college students and “helping them to see the 
Lord’s power and love in their lives.” She led Bible 

studies, helped with the bulletin, guided student 
leaders on Pastoral Council, trained lectors and 
Eucharistic ministers; attended Mass, Holy Hours, 
retreats and committee meetings, and participated in 
lots of social activities.

After St. Al’s, she served for 15 years as the 
Director of Catechetical Ministry at Queen of Angels, 
Alpine, CA. She now is a Chemistry, Physics and 
Environmental Science teacher at an all-girls Catholic 
high school in San Diego.

Rita says helping students to have a strong faith 
experience in college helps them to build a solid 
foundation for the rest of adulthood.

“More than any other time, current college 
and high school students will be faced with many 
challenging ethical decisions. MTU students will be 
on the frontlines of decision-making in so many of 
these areas. By having a strong personal experience 
with Christ, a solid foundation of Catholic morality 
and social teaching, and friendships with people who 
live their faith "in the real world" on a daily basis, 
young people will be far better equipped to deal with 
future technological and ethical challenges.”

Catching up with...
Rita Loughrin, 
alumna & former St. Al's Pastoral Associate

Rita at the Pacific Crest Trail in California.



Student Leaders in Industry & Faith

3rd year, Forestry
Lab Assistant and Field Data Collection Coordinator, with Dr. Andrew 
Burton, Professor of Forest Ecology, at Michigan Tech

Kaleb’s summer research project with Dr. Andrew Burton took him 
and two doctoral students to redwood forests near Fort Bragg, California 
to collect soil and wood samples, studying the amount of carbon that 
returns to the soil as wood decomposes. 

A career in forestry is “a dream come true” for Kaleb. “Natural beauty and being 
able to see how nature just works has brought me closer to God and marvel in 
His ability to create beautiful things while caring about each one of us,” Kaleb says.

Living in Houghton has included spending time with students, attending 
daily Masses, and playing on the St. Al’s softball team. “I enjoyed bonding 
with my teammates and (slightly) improving my poor batting skills.”

Kaleb Dorweiler

4th year, Mechanical Engineering
Intern, Seagrave Fire Apparatus, fire truck manufacturer, Clintonville, WI

At Seagrave Fire Apparatus, Madi worked in the process improvement 
group on the assembly floor, streamlined the flow of parts and reduced 
the possibility of error. 

“I liked seeing how a part goes from sheets of metal through the laser, 
press, welding, paint, assembly, and electrical,” she said. “If a part is 
incorrect it is even more interesting to figure out all the ways it could have 
been done wrong.”

She says she found it challenging to find a faith community but focused 
on intercessory prayer for her co-workers and people in the town. “It is a 
reminder to step out of my comfort zone when in new parishes, work at 
building relationships, and to entrust them into God's loving hands.”

Madi Hollman

3rd year, Civil Engineering
Civil Engineering Aide, City of De Pere, WI

Returning to her hometown of De Pere, found Alli performing 
construction surveys and staking using GIS survey equipment, observing 
the installation of water main and storm sewer, and inspecting concrete 
pouring and asphalt paving. 

“I am helping to make a positive impact in my community’s roads and 
underground pipes that bring clean water to people,” she said. “It’s a cool 
experience as I’ve grown up in De Pere and now I am working on projects 
on streets that I’m familiar with.”

On Sunday nights, Alli gathers with students for a Lord's Day Dinner. 
“We read and reflect on Sunday’s Gospel and have conversation while we 
eat dinner. I am very fortunate to have a great community of people at 
both St. Al’s and in my hometown to continue to grow in my faith.”

Alli Hummel



We caught up with some of St. Al’s student leaders to find out how they pursued their 
vocation in industry through internships this summer while living out their faith. 

3rd year, Computer Networking and System Administration
Security Consulting Engineering Intern, Cisco

Justin worked with Cisco customers to help them implement the 
product they had purchased from Cisco, while continuing to provide 
technical support to them.

“I love to troubleshoot and I love customer support,” he said. “This job 
has the best of both worlds as there are plenty of things that can go wrong 
in a customer’s environment, and I also get to establish a relationship with 
that customer.”

Because Justin worked remotely this summer, he stayed in Houghton, 
living five minutes from St. Al’s. “It was great to pop over there to pray 
whenever I needed to,” he said.

Justin Sulak

3rd year, Environmental Engineering
Water Resources Engineering Intern at Beam, Longest and Neff (BLN), 
Indianapolis, IN

At BLN, a Civil Engineering consulting firm, Malina worked on storm 
water drainage systems as well as drinking water lines and sanitary 
sewers. She learned to use a new software and assisted at site visits.

“I am constantly learning and discovering new aspects of the Civil 
and Environmental Engineering field. It is always said that engineering 
degrees are versatile, and, now that I have seen the field, I finally 
understand just how varied the options can be.”

Malina says she has found comfort in the Rosary. “I enjoy praying 
a Rosary outside and going for a walk. This combination has been so 
calming, and has helped me to reset mentally, physically, and spiritually 
after working inside on a computer all day.”

Malina Gallmeyer

3rd year, Electrical Engineering
Intern, Milwaukee Electric Tool, Brookfield, WI 

Gabe worked in the charger department investigating power factor 
corrector technology to help make devices that draw power from the wall 
more efficient.

“At Milwaukee Tool, their attitude toward interns is ‘help them 
help us,’” Gabe says. “They understand that giving rising engineers 
opportunities to make a difference in the company helps them now and in 
the future.” 

Gabe attended a parish with perpetual adoration, connected with a 
group of men at a parish that helped him spend more time in prayer and 
fellowship, and listened to Mere Christianity, by CS Lewis. 

Gabe Allis



From St. Al's to FOCUS Missionaries

Alex Gill ’16  
We remember in prayer Alex 
Gill who was hired by FOCUS 
after he graduated. He died 
tragically in a car crash in July 
2019. His example of service has 
inspired many students at St. Al’s 
and at University of Wisconsin-
Platteville, where he served.

Crystal ’08 and Joseph Gruber
St. John the Evangelist, MI
“Serving at parishes is a new 
initiative within FOCUS that 
also is allowing us to help 
campus missionaries prepare 
students better for life long 
mission. We study the Bible and 
share life with an eye toward 
evangelization and discipleship 
with parishioners of all ages and 
stages of life.”

Kyle Hanson ’12
Esto Vir, Diocese of Green Bay
“After praying it through to become 
a FOCUS missionary, my life 
changed. I knew in that moment 
that the Lord was calling me to be a 
missionary and I could choose to say 
yes or no. I ended up saying yes and 
here I am seven years later. At St. 
Al’s, I did not know how to share my 
faith without coming off awkwardly, 
so I ended up not sharing it.  
Students, especially men, in college 
need people to mentor and teach 
them how to share their faith in a 
way that is accessible to others.”

Zoë LaLonde ’20
Univ. of Wisconsin – Platteville
“The best of all is seeing the joy 
in women's faces when the idea 
of a prayer life and relationship 
with Jesus clicks and they start 
pursuing it. At St. Al’s, my prayer 
life was fostered by a community 
cultivated around the Eucharist 
especially adoration and the Mass, 
which formed a good interior 
disposition for the graces of the 
sacraments to act on.”

Mariah Jackels ’20
Univ. of Wisconsin-LaCrosse
 “I became a missionary because 
God asked me to. I knew I could 
trust God's wisdom and plans. All 
he was asking for was my yes. I 
encountered Christ in the context 
of the Catholic Church like I never 
had before at St. Al's, and my life is 
profoundly better because of it.”

Zach Smith ’20
Bridgewater State University 
“Jesus Christ is truly at the center of 
the culture of St. Al's. I was formed 
and guided in what it means to truly 
be a disciple. Without St. Al's I would 
not have been able to see clearly 
the call of Jesus for me to partake 
in His mission to save the world 
and to unite us back to the Father.”

Read more: mtucatholic.org/blog



We are so excited to see 
progress toward St. Al’s 

Multiply the Mission campaign 
goals! To date, with your support, 
we have raised $2,101,486.75 
toward the Pi million goal of 
$3,141,592.

In September, remodeling 
work was completed on the 
Chapel Rat residence and design 
work finished for the upcoming 
renovation of the Parish Hall and 

Parish Offices. 
As we continue to work toward 

the completion of the Multiply 
the Mission campaign, there 
are two areas that still need 
funding: Director of Music and 
Liturgy position ($225,000) and 
the Evangelization Endowment 
($800,000).

Your gift toward the campaign 
will help St. Al's reach many more 
students for generations to come.

TOTAL GOAL
$3,141,592.65

RAISED SO FAR
$2,101,486.75

MULTIPLY 
THE 

MISSION

BEFORE
& AFTER

BEFORE & AFTER

BEFORE & AFTER

Multiply the Mission
THE CAMPAIGN FOR ST. AL'S



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH
411 MacInnes Drive
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

WA N T  A  F R E E  S T.  A L' S  T - S H I R T ? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/tshirt

V I S I T  MT U C AT H O L I C . O R G / B LO G
for more pictures and articles

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S ?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

Share your memories with us!
Send to:  sarah@mtucatholic.org

Students gather on Bare Bluff near the tip of the Keweenaw. Photo was taken by 
Pastoral Council President Justin Sulak with his drone.A  V I E W  F R O M  A B O V E


